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CONFIDENTIAL AMMAN 2850 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, UNRWA, XF 

SUBJECT: UNRWA FUNDING 

REF: BEIRUT 5456 

1. IN REPLY TO OUR QUERY, JORDAN UNRWA DIRECTOR 
JOHN TANNER INFORMED US APRIL 29 THAT UNRWA HICOM 
RENNIE HAS DECIDED TO CONTINUE UNRWA PROGRAM AT FULL 
RATIONS IN MAY AND NOT RPT NOT GO THROUGH WITH MAY 1 
CUTBACK PREVIOUSLY CONTEMPLATED BY UNRWA. TANNER SAID 
THE FINANCIAL SITUATION IS STILL VERY PRECARIOUS HOW- 
EVER AND SEVERE CUTBACKS WOULD OBVIOUSLY BE REQUIRED 
SUBSEQUENTLY IF ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE NOT FORTHCOMING. 

2. GOJ FONMIN UNDERSECRETARY HASSAN IBRAHIM IN- 
FORMED US UPON HIS RETURN FROM CAIRO ARAB LEAGUE 
MEETING THAT JORDAN WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL IN 
OBTAINING FORMAL ARAB LEAGUE AGREEMENT TO INCREASE 
ARAB COUNTRIES CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNRWA. HE SAID 
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ACTION WOULD CREATE UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT IMPLY- 
ING FORMAL ARAB RESPONSIBILITY FOR UNRWA. ABOVE 
INFO CONFIRMS INFO FROM MCELHINEY IN BEIRUT 5426. 

3. IBRAHIM SAID HOWEVER ARAB LEAGUE ENDORSED EFFORTS 
BY UNRWA HOSTS COUNTRIES (I.E. IORDAN, SYRIA, 

LEBANON AND EVEN PLO) TO SEEK INCREASED FUNDING 
THROUGH BILATERAL CONTACTS. IBRAHIM SAID THAT, IN 
BILATERAL CONTEXT, SITUATION APPEARS SOMEWHAT 
PROMISING INASMUCH AS OIL PRODUCING STATES IN GULF 
APPEAR TO HAVE POSITIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD INCREASING 
CONTRIBUTIONS. ONLY SPECIFIC IBRAHIM MENTIONED WAS 
THAT KUWAITIS AT ARAB LEAGUE MEETING APPEARED POSI- 
TIVE. SAUDIS, HE SAID, WERE SILENT ON SUBIECT AT 

ARAB LEAGUE MEETING BUT HE WAS HOPEFUL THEY COULD 
BE FORTHCOMING IN BILATERAL CONTEXT. 

4. IBRAHIM WAS NOT VERY OPTIMISTIC REGARDING CHANNEL- 
ING OF POSSIBLE INCREASED ARAB CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
UNESCO FOR UNRWA USE. HE MENTIONED UNESCO 
FUNDING MIGHT EVENTUALLY HELP SOMEWHAT TO DEFRAY 
SOME UNRWA TEACHERS COSTS. HE INDICATED THERE WAS NO 
SIGNIFICANT AIRING OF THIS AT ARAB LEAGUE MEETING 

AND HE THOUGHT IN ANY CASE USE OF UNESCO PLOY 
WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE IN NEAR FUTURE. 
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